
 

Spojnia Credit Union turns 35 
In 1974, a gallon of gas cost $.55, a postage stamp was only 10 cents and the TV Show Happy Days made 
its premiere.   It was during this time that a group of Polish National Union of America policyholders incor-
porated Spojnia Credit Union as a way to help their members with their financial goals. 

The products and services offered and the methods to conduct business have changed over the years as we 
incorporate modern-day technology to meet the growing and changing needs of our members. However, 
one thing that has not changed is the basic philosophy envisioned by our founding fathers—that of “People 
Helping People.” 

A lot has changed since 1974, but what hasn’t changed is our commitment to you, our members. Spojnia 
Credit Union has grown to the point that we now have a website with Home Banking and Bill Pay services.  
Check out our website at www.spojniacreditunion.org to see what we can do for you! 

Join us Friday, October 16, 2009 in the lobby located at 1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton as we celebrate our 
35th Anniversary.  Refreshments will be served from 10 am to 2 pm.  

Identity theft has increased by more than 22 percent since 2007, affecting millions of American consumers.  With 
a little awareness, you can keep yourself from becoming a victim.  

Always get a call back number.  Verify that the number is legitimate or ask the person to mail you more informa-
tion.  The basic rule is:  Don’t give out any personal details over the phone unless you initiate the call.  

Most companies don’t ask for personal information via e-mail  -  and e-mails coming from unknown sources also 
run the risk of containing computer viruses.  Hit the delete button, don’t even open the e-mail. 

If you feel that you’ve been the target of a scammer, report it to the company being misrepresented and the 
Federal Trade Commission. (ftc.gov) 

Spojnia Credit Union will never contact you by phone, email or text message to request personal or account in-
formation, such as credit card number (s), social security number (s), account number (s).  The following is the 
list of scams that Spojnia Credit Union has been notified of: 

 TXT  Scam 

If you receive a text message saying the following:  1-866-579-1607@inbox// you have a new Credit Union Mes-
sage or Call now toll free: 1-866-579-1607 to hear it.  Disregard it—this is not from Spojnia Credit Union. 

IRS Alerts Public to New Identity Theft Scams 

The Internal Revenue Service reminds consumers to avoid identity theft scams that use the IRS name, logo, or 
Web site in an attempt to convince taxpayers that the scam is a genuine communication from the IRS.  Scam-
mers may use other federal agency names, such as the U. S. Department of the Treasury.    

The IRS does not initiate taxpayer contact via unsolicited e-mail or ask for personal identification or financial 
information via e-mail.  If you receive a suspicious e-mail claiming to come from the IRS, take the following 
steps: 

• Do not open any attachments or click on any links in the e-mail, in case they contain malicious code that will infect 
your computer.  

• Contact the IRS at 1-800-829-1040 to determine whether the IRS is trying to contact you. 

• Forward the suspicious e-mail or URL address to the IRS mailbox phishing@irs.gov, then delete the e-mail from 
your inbox.  

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

Visa Gift Card 2 

Home Equity Loan 2 

Auto Loan 2 

Youth Credit 2 

Christmas Club 3 

Winners 3 

Rates 4 

Identity Theft/Scam Alerts 

S P O J N I A  
C R E D I T  U N I O N  News and Notes 

3 R D  Q U A R T E R  2 0 0 9   

 Spojnia Credit  
Union and the  
Polish National  

Union of America 
will be closed the 
 following days: 

 
Thanksgiving 

November  
26th and 27th 

 
Christmas 
December 

 24th and 25th   
 

New Years Day 

Happy Fall! 
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New Youth Credit Builder Loan 

Share Draft Account  
 

Did you know that Spojnia Credit Union offers a share draft checking       
account?  This account is an interest bearing account available to members 
18 and older.  No minimum balance required, unlimited draft writing, free 
online banking and free bill payer. Open your account today and the first 
box of checks is on us!!! Contact the credit union for more details or to 
open your new share draft account today! 

Spojnia Credit Union is proud to announce a new product for our younger members.  A new Youth 
Credit Builder Loan is available for members 16-18 years old.  

The maximum amount is $1000.00, with terms up to 12 months. The current interest rate is 6%. The 
youth must demonstrate the ability to repay the loan by providing proof of income. 

Members 16 and 17 years of age will need a co-signer. Co-signers will be subject to the credit union’s 
lending procedures.  For more information contact the credit union or visit the webpage at 
www.spojniacreditunion.org. 

Contact the credit union for an application.  Now is the time to establish your credit! 

 

Vroom, Vroom, let the celebration continue.  Spojnia Credit Union is celebrat-
ing its 35th anniversary this year. Contact the credit union for preapproval and 
get a $25.00 VISA Gift card at loan closing.  Get an additional .35% reduction 
off any new or used automobile loan until December 31, 2009.  Dealers are 
looking to get rid of their inventory.  Take advantage of all the great rebates 
and get your loan at Spojnia Credit Union.  

 
Need a new roof? New windows? New Deck? Going Green? 

 

A Spojnia Credit Union Home Equity Loan is just for you. Spojnia Credit Un-
ion offers a 5 and 10 year fixed rate home equity loan.  Spojnia Credit Un-
ion will loan 85% of the appraised value minus any first mortgage.  Rates 
are low and now is the time to replace that leaky roof, those old windows, 
or purchase new energy efficient appliances. Did you know the number one 
value added to your home is a new deck? $100.00 application fee.  No Clos-
ing Costs! No Appraisal fee! As a special bonus, all new home equity loans 
will receive a $35.00 VISA Gift Card at the closing of the loan. Contact the 
credit union for rates and an application. 

 

VISA GIFT CARD……………Just in time for the holiday season 
 

Looking for a special gift for someone and just can’t find anything?  How 
about a VISA Gift Card?  Available at Spojnia Credit Union, VISA Gift Cards 
can be purchased in denominations of $10.00 to $500.00. A fee of $2.50 per 
card is accessed at time of validation. The $3.00 monthly maintenance fee is 
waived for the first 6 months.  The monthly maintenance fee will start on 
the seventh month if a balance is left on the card.  Cards will expire in 24 
months and are not reloadable.  

Auto loan extended 



Christmas Club 
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The 2009 Christmas Club checks have been disbursed.  Now is the time to sign up for the 2010 Christ-
mas Club.  The new rate for the 2010 Christmas Club will be 1.50%.  The board of directors has re-
viewed the Christmas and Vacation Club programs and beginning October 1, 2009 members should note 
the following change: 

A member will be allowed to have more than one Christmas or Vacation Club account but the aggregate 
amount in either program can not exceed $5000.00. 

For Example:  Joe Smith 

   Christmas Club 1    $500.00            Christmas Club 2   $4,500.00 

          Vacation Club 1     $2,000.00          Vacation Club 2     $3,000.00 

The Christmas Club application is listed below. 

Winners of the Christmas in July promotion were: 
 

Week #1  Adam Sniezek 

Week #2  Stanley Muchensky 

Week #3  James Scanlon 

Week #4  Tom Quinn 

Week #5  Edmund Kotula  
 

The credit union gave out a $35.00 VISA Gift Card during the month of July to one lucky 
member each week who did a transaction on their account.  Congratulations! 

2010 Christmas Club Application 
Please complete the application below and remit with your initial deposit. 

 
         Weekly Deposit  Total Savings 
Full Name_____________________________________________________________ _____$10.00  $500.00 
          
Full Address___________________________________________________________ _____$20.00  $1,000.00 
 
                 ___________________________________________________________ _____$50.00  $2,500.00 
          
Credit Union Account #________________________        _____$100.00  $5,000.00 
 
         ______One Time Lump Sum Deposit 
 Signature:___________________________________                 
 
Return to:        Spojnia Credit Union 
           1006 Pittston Avenue 
           Scranton, PA 18505 

Winners, Winners, Winners! Congratulations to the U2 Youth 
Club Winners: 

 

Coloring Contest 
0-6 years old 
Olivia Pfohl 

 

Puzzle Contest 
7-13 years old 

Madeline Hughes 

Your Money. Your Choice. Your Credit Union! 
 

Why do 177 million people worldwide choose a credit union?  Value, trust and service to members are among the reasons.  
Combine that with the credit union philosophy of people before profits and it’s no surprise that credit unions are the popular 
choice.  On October 15, Spojnia Credit Union will join 49,000 credit unions from 96 countries and their 177 million members 
around the world to celebrate International Credit Union Day. 
 

We strive to help improve the lives of our members by offering affordable rates and high quality service, in the process build-
ing trust.  This year, more that ever, credit unions have received positive press for being safe and sound institutions during a 
tumultuous time.  Credit union members worldwide can be proud of these accomplishments and rest assured that their money 
is safe at the credit union. 
 

One member at a time, we are working to make a difference - here, and around the world-and we look forward to serving you 
for years to come! 



Spojnia Credit Union  
RATES – Effective October 1, 2009 

APY – Annual Percentage Yield - APR – Annual Percentage Rate 

  
Share Rates 

  
APR 

  
APY 

  
NOTES 

Share (Savings) Account   .10%   .10% $50.01 to $100.00 

  1.00% 1.004% Over $100.01 
Christmas Club Account 1.50% 1.508% Maximum $5000.00 

Vacation Club Account 2.00% 2.015% Maximum $5000.00 

Share Draft Rates       

Share Draft (Checking)  Account   .10%   .10% $50.01 to $100.00 

  1.00% 1.004% Over $100.01 

Share Certificates - $1000.00 Minimum       

Six (6) Month Share Certificate* 1.50% 1.508%   

Twelve (12) Month Share Certificate* 1.75% 1.762%   

Twenty Four (24) Month Share Certificate* 2.00% 2.015%   

*Share Certificate Rates Change Weekly 
Penalties apply on early withdrawal 

      

        

 
Loan Rates 

      

Shares Loan 3.50%   Up to 48 Months 

  4.25%   Up to 60 Months 

New Vehicle Loan 3.50%   Up to 24 Months 

  4.00%   Up to 36 Months 

  4.50%   Up to 48 Months 

  5.00%   Up to 60 Months 

Used Vehicle Loan - Some Restrictions Apply 4.00%   Up to 24 Months 

  4.50%   Up to 36 Months 

  5.00%   Up to 48 Months 

Signature Loan - Maximum $15,000.00       

Signature Loan 6.00%   Up to 12 Months 

  7.00%   Up to 24 Months 

  8.00%   Up to 36 Months 

Signature Loan – over $3000.00 9.00%   Up to 48 Months 

Signature Loan – over $5000.00 10.00%   Up to 60 Months 

Holiday/Vacation Loans - Maximum $2500.00       

Holiday/Vacation Loan 6.00%   Up to 12 Months 

  7.00%   Up to 24 Months 

Home Equity Loan       

Not to exceed 85% of the appraised value minus any first 
mortgage balance 

4.25% 
5.25% 

  Up to 60 Months 
Up to 120 Months 

 

Rates subject to change without notice; however, loan rate received at closing remains in effect the life of the loan. 

Notice 

This rate sheet must be used in conjunction with the Truth-In-Savings account disclosures for you to have complete information regarding your account. Rates 
and yields are subject to change without notice. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. Withdrawals 
will reduce earnings. The Annual Percentage Yield ("APY") assumes that interest remains on deposit until maturity. For more information, please contact a 
Financial Service Representative at 570-344-1513. 


